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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 1218 


E.O. 12065: GDS 03-12-85 (WACH, RAY J.) OR-P 
TAGS: PEPR, MOPS, UG, TZ, SU 
SUBJECT: UGANDA SITUATION TOUCHES SOUTHERN SUDAN 


1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT) 


2. UGANDA-TANZANIA CONFLICT POSES URGENT PROBLEMS FOR 
SEMI-AUTONOMOUS AND ISOLATED SOUTHERN SUDAN REGION. 
NIMEIRI AND SENIOR ADVISERS HAVE REVIEWED SITUATION AND 
DECIDED ON COURSE OF ACTION (WATCHFUL WAITING) BUT FORE- 
SEE NOTHING BUT TROUBLE FOR SUDAN IN LONG RUN. ALREADY 
TRANSPORTATION VIA UGANDA FROM KENYA TO SOUTHERN REGION 
(ONLY ALL-WEATHER ROAD) HAS BEEN INTERRUPTED. SOUTHERN 
REGION HAS STOCKPILED PROVISIONS AND FUEL IN ANTICIPATION 
OF ANNUAL SHORTAGES DURING RAINY SEASON SO IMMEDIATE 
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EFFECT OF BLOCKADE HAS BEEN SOFTENED. SOUTHERN 
SUDANESE TOWNS ARE ACCUSTOMED TO FREQUENT POWER 
OUTAGES AND SHORTAGES OF PETROL IN ANY CASE BECAUSE 
SUPPLY FACILITIES, WHEN FULLY UTILIZED, ARE INADEQUATE 

AT BEST. AT MOMENT SOUTHERN REGION HOPES TO BEAR 
WITHOUT COMPLAINT MORE DIFFICULTIES BECAUSE CALLING 
FOR HELP OR ATTENTION TO PROBLEM MAY INADVERTENTLY GET 
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SUDAN EMBROILED IN POLITICS OF CONFLICT. 


3. NIMEIRI RECENTLY DISCUSSED WITH SOUTHERN LEADERS 
IMPLICATIONS OF POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENTS IN UGANDA. 
SUDANESE CONSIDER IDI AMIN TO BE "FOOLISH" AND "CRUEL," 
BUT HIS REGIME HAS BEEN FRIENDLY TO SUDAN AND COOPERATIVE 
IN SOLVING SOUTHERN SUDANESE SUPPLY PROBLEMS. IF IDI 
AMIN IS OUSTED, OBOTE (WHO IS SUPPORTED BY SAME TRIBES 
AS IDI AMIN, IT IS BELIEVED HERE) MAY RESUME OPPRESSION, 
TRIBALISM AND DISCRIMINATION AT EXPENSE OF 

SUDANESE. IN ADDITION, NYERERE IS APT TO ENCOURAGE 
ANTI-ARABISM BECAUSE LIBYA HAS SUPPORTED IDI AMIN. 
SUDAN, AS ARAB STATE, WILL THEN SUFFER FROM LIBYA'S 
POLICIES WHICH IS IRONIC IN VIEW ANTAGONISM BETWEEN TWO. 
SUDAN IS ALSO CONCERNED, ALTHOUGH HOW SINCERELY ONE 
CANNOT SAY, THAT NYERERE MAY BRING IDEOLOGY INTO UGANDA, 
INCLUDING CUBAN-TRAINED SOLDIERS. ON OTHER HAND, IF 

IDI AMIN SURVIVES, UGANDA WILL BE INDEBTED TO LIBYA. 
LIBYA MIGHT DOMINATE UGANDAN POLICIES, THUS TURNING 
UGANDA FROM FRIENDLY NEIGHBOR TO ENEMY ON SUDAN'S 
SOUTHERN BORDER. AT LEAST SOUTHERN SUDAN WOULD BE 
VULNERABLE TO ANTI-NIMEIRI PRESSURE. NIMEIRI AND 
ADVISERS THEREFORE SEE LITTLE JOY REGARDLESS OF WHAT 
HAPPENS. THIRD POSSIBLE OUTCOME WOULD BE CONTINUING 
WARFARE AND ANARCHY IN UGANDA, WHICH WOULD PRESENT 
GRAVE SUPPLY PROBLEMS TO SOUTHERN REGION. SUDAN HAS 
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THEREFORE DECIDED TO DO NOTHING WHICH MIGHT BE CONSTRUED 
AS INVOLVEMENT IN PRESENT UGANDAN TURMOIL. 


4. SOME THOUSANDS OF UGANDAN TROOPS OF SUDANESE ORIGIN 
LOYAL TO IDI AMIN ARE EXPECTED TO BACK UP INTO SOUTHERN 
SUDAN AT NIMULE. SOUTHERN MINISTER OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
EZELIED KODI HAS ARRANGED FOOD AND SHELTER FOR THESE 
"REFUGEES," WHOM HE SAYS ARE DISCENDENTS OF BRITISH 
RECRUITS USED TO PACIFY UGANDA IN EARLY COLONIAL DAYS. 
SETTLING IN UGANDA AND BECOMING MOSLEMS, THESE SUDANESE 
REJECTED MODERN EDUCATION AND "DID NOT BENEFIT FROM 
INDEPENDENCE." IDI AMIN IS ONE OF THEM, ACCORDING KODI. 
THESE "SONS OF SUDAN". WILL HAVE TO BE ABSORBED INTO 
SOUTHERN REGION. KODI IS ARRANGING EXTRA SUPPLIES AND 
ALSO WILL DRAW ON STOCKPILES CREATED FOR LOCAL USE 
DURING RAINY SEASON, AND SAID HE HOPES TO AVOID ANY 

CALLS FOR HELP FROM INTERNATIONAL DONORS. 











5. INTERESTING CULTURAL NOTE WAS STRUCK BY EXEKIEL 
KODI, WHO HAS MOSLEM WIFE, WHEN HE REMARKED THAT ARAB 
STATES REGARD SOUTHERN SUDAN REGION AS ANTI-MOSLEM 
BARRIER TO EXPANSION OF ISLAM. HE BELIEVES LIBYA'S 
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QADDAFI REGARDS THIS AS CHALLENGE TO BE SOLVED. 
ALTHOUGH MOSLEM CHARACTER OF AMIN'S UGANDA NATURALLY 
DOES NOT PERTURB SUDAN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, IT IS ON 
MIND OF SOUTHERN SUDANESE. 

BERGUS 
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